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Change bellows direction. 

A tie and a pressure accent mark 
(the same as a tenuto mark) 
together mean: 

Hold down the button, keep the bellows
moving in the same direction and
“pulse” the bellows to get a slight

i l i h d

Breath or “lift” mark. Take a 
breath or interrupt line. 

Fingering numbers may 
be at the side of or above 
the notes. 

Notation examples and documentation for 
MacCann Duet arrangements. 
 
David Cornell – v1 

Change bellows direction 

Tie

A tie and change bellow 
direction mark together mean: 
Hold down the button and articulate
the second note by the change of
bellows direction.   

 



 Bracket indicates that both 
the C and G are played with 
the same finger. 
 
In this case finger #4 of the 
left hand. 

The bracket groups the two notes. 
 
“lh” indicates that both notes are played by 
the left hand. . 
 
“4” indicates that finger #4 of the left hand 
plays both notes. 

Although the C is to be played by the left hand, it is logically part of the 
melody line and must be notated as such. The left hand also plays a harmony 
note. The bracket physically groups the two notes. 
 

All the notes in the group 
are played by the left hand. 
 

The D and A are 
played by finger #2. 

Play note with finger 4,  
Then switch to finger 3 
while keeping the button 
depressed.. 

For legato playing and smooth transitions change the finger 
holding the button down.  

Play C and E with left hand. 
First, play the E with finger 2, 
then switch to finger 1. 

Fingers 4 and 2 are then 
free for a legato 
transition to the C and E



 
 
 

Play with left hand. 
 
Long downward stem 
and “lh” 

Cross staff beaming. 
 
Play with left hand. 

When melody and 
accompaniment are played with 
the same hand and notated in 
the same staff: 
 
Upward stem in treble clef 
indicates melody note to be 
emphasized. 

When melody and accompaniment 
are played with the same hand and 
notated in the same staff: 
 
Downward stem indicates an 
accompaniment and should be de-
emphasized.   
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Comments on Playing Coventry Carol 

 
 
This choral style of music looks simple and for many instruments and voices it is. For the 
duet it is a style that is difficult to arrange in a satisfactory manner and very difficult to 
play musically.  
 
The music needs to be played cleanly, with attacks on all the notes at the same time. This 
is difficult enough with different reeds speaking at different pressure levels, but also 
creates hellish fingering problems.  
 
For the most part, legato playing and clean attacks are facilitated by assigning notes to 
different hands in the overlap area and changing fingers while the button is held down to 
free the appropriated finger or fingers for the next note or chord.  
 
In some cases, I could find no solution. In measure 11 there is simply a break between the 
2nd and 3rd beats that has to be incorporated into the phrasing. I considered going to E 
flat, the third of the chord, in the bass, on the third beat, but that makes the resolution to 
D in measure 12, on the root of the chord, parallel motion with the top voice and sounds 
much worse than a little lift between beats.   
 
Note also that the arrangement alternates between 4 and 3 parts. A consistent 4 part 
arrangement, with the inevitable doubling in the lower voices, sounds heavy and tedious 
to me. Sometimes, what sounds better in one way, sounds worse in another. Ideally, the 
heavier four part harmonies should come only on strong beats. In measure 5 there is four 
part harmony on the second, weakest, beat. But when I take out any of the notes it sounds 
worse to me. The bass line doubles the melody, but the descending line in the bass is 
strong and independent and abandoning its sounds worse.  
 
Measure 6 has an augmented 2nd in the bass. I’m not sure about the stylistic validity of 
this for the period.  
 
Playing a simple, exposed tune like this, in a musical manner, turns out to be more of a 
challenge than playing many faster and noisier tunes. All in all, I frequently conclude that 
a good duet concertina arrangement is likely to get low marks in a theory class. 
 
dc. 



“
“““
¬

L
==========================& b c _̂««««

F «̂«««Gm7 «̂«««C7 «̂«««F ˆ .á«««« ««««Ü #ˆ «̂«««Fmaj7ˆ .«««« ««««Ü ˆá «««« ««««Ü̂.F
6 ˆ«««« ««««ˆ . ˆ «̇«««Fmaj7 ˙̇_««««««

F6 ˆ̂«««««« «««« ««««««ˆ _̂̂ Ö _̇«««««« .˙ .
Gm7 C7

ˆ .«««« ««««Ü ˆ
==========================? b c

Œ̇»»»» _̂««
«« »̇»»»
Œ _̂«««« œ»»»» _̂̂«««

«« œ»»»»J ‰ œ»»»»J ‰ œ»»»»̇
_«««« œ»»»»ÜÖ á œ»»»» Ü œ»»»»»»»œ .œ»»»» £»»»»»

»»»»» »»»»»œ œ#œ œ»»»»áá «««« ««««ˆ .àˆÖl
lll “

“““
{
{ l

lll l
lll l

lll l
lll

“
“““
¬

L
==========================& b «̂«««

Gm7 «««« ««««ˆ .Ü #ˆÖ «̂«««C
7 «««« ««««Ü ˆ .Ö ˆ ˆ .ˆ .««««« «««««̂̂

Gm7

««««« «««««_̂.ˆ . ˆ̂ «̂««««̂
C7 ˆ̂««««« ˙̇̇«««««««

Gm7

«̂««««« .ˆ .
C7

«̂«««««ĵ Œ̇_«««
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D.C. al Segno e poi la Coda  = From the head (beginning) to the Sign, then (jump to) the Coda.
The "Coda" in this case is a final ending.

The piece is notated A-A-B-A-Coda, but you can mix and match sections and endings, i.e. A-B-Coda.

The keys of A and A minor present some fingering problems on the MacCann Concertina,
particularly in the right hand in the range from middle c to an octave above.
The problems can often be minimized or eliminated by giving the melody or the higher notes
to the left hand. Check measures 15, 23,26, 31, 42 and 53. The problem comes from 
the intervals of a fourth and fifth (E-A-E) being in a row - a problem familiar to Crane players.

A staccato mark combined with a pressure accent (tenuto mark) (measure 4)  means a slight accent and slightly detached.
Staccato marks under a slur (measure 1) means play the note detached.

The suggested fingerng assumes an instrument with middle C as the low note in the right hand. 
If you have the A below on the right hand fingering will be simpler. 
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↔ = Change bellows direction
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